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ments, Garibaldi, Pio Nono, and Victor Emmanuel would have been, by this time, on the eve of being erected by the Italian populace into a group of devoted friends, who worked, in perfectly good understanding with each other, for Italian unity.
Most of the twentieth and twenty-first chapters are given to various early Christian writings, of which The Pastor of Herfflas, a religious novel, written by a brother of Pius, Bishop of Rome, was the most important. All the chimeras of the time hustled each other in the brain of the unfortunate hero, and probably in that of the author of the work. He was an Ebionite in his way of understanding the Kingdom of God and the mission of Jesus. He was a Gnostic in his tendency to multiply beings of a supernatural kind. Not satisfied with one guardian-angel he provided every man with a pair, one who led him to good and one who led him to evil. These are only two of the strange beliefs which he mixed together, and it is extremely fortunate for the sanity of Christendom that the work, though very favourably received in some Churches, in that of Alexandria for example, did not effect a lodgment in the Canon. After a chapter on Marcion, Renan resumes the main line of Christian development with